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Ames Had CIA Accomplices 
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Suspicions that accused spy Aldrich H. 
operated with one or more" accomplices 
the CIA have been fueled by discovery 
office last year of highly classified doc- 
its that had no connection to his coun- 
cotics work at the time. 

|e documents, which dealt with intelli- 
about the Russian Federation, required 
i^ial clearance above top secret for ac- 
They bore “no relationship to Ames’s 
nt duties as an operations officer in the 
emarcotics center,” according to an FBI 
vit released earlier this week. 

either stole them or someone gave 
to him,” said a former senior CIA official 
experience in investigations. 

^vernment investigators have not said 
er they suspect any Americans other 
|Ames and his wife, Rosario, of takin g 
the alleged espionage. But President 
m hinted yesterday investigators al- 
may have turned up something taking 
beyond the Ameses, 
erring to a conversation with FBI Di- 
Louis J. Freeh, Clinton said he was told 
not unusual that a criminal investiga- 
|;ums up information that could not have 
anticipated in the beginning.” 
ton said he was “not trying to raise 
tantalizing inference,” but “we have to 
jgoing and try to root it out. After all,” he 
iued, “this is fundamentally a problem 
America about whether people here, 
are Americans, are spying. And that’s 
esponsibility to try to find it out.” 
le members of Congress, who have 
briefed on the Ames investigation, have 
jsted Ames and his wife may not have 
alone and have urged the CIA and FBI 
ish on with their inquiries. Some mem- 
Mve pointed to CIA intelligence and 


counterintelligence failures in past years that 
cannot be traced to Ames, leaving open the 
possibility that one or more other double 
agents still may be at large in the agency. 

“Ames could not be the only one,” one leg- 
islator said yesterday. “All the mysterious 
happenings are not answered by him.” 

An analysis of CIA operation failures, com- 
pleted in 1987 after the 1985 defection of 
former CIA operative Edward Lee Howard, 
triggered the inquiry that eventually led to 
Ames.Howard’s defection was followed by 
disappearances and treason trials of Soviet 
citizens who had been working for U.S. intel- 
ligence. But several lost agents were people 
Howard never knew, raising suspicions that 
CIA security still was being compromised, a 
former top CIA official said. 

In 1991, Ames was moved out of the op- 
erations directorate, where he had handled 
Soviet bloc counterintelligence operations, 
and into the intelligence directorate, where 
he became an operations officer in the coun- 
temarcotics center. The move, sources said, 
took place because Ames was on a list of pos- 
sible suspects in the CIA internal security 
inquiry that had begun four years earlier. 

By June 1993, CIA and FBI investigators 
had “crystallized” on Ames, a former CIA of- 
fical said. A covert search of Ames’s office in 
June 1993 discovered 10 “top secret" or “top 
secret [code word]” documents dealing with 
“intelligence, counterintelligence and mihtary 
information about the Russian Federation or 
the Soviet Union,” according to court papers 
made public Tuesday. Some of the documents 
were dated after 1991, the last year Ames 
was supposed to have had such access. 

The “top secret [code word]” documents 
are normally hand-delivered and a log is kept 
of each recipient. One source said after Ames 
had been shifted to counternarcotics, he still 
often spent time with CIA analysts who han- 
dled Russian matters. 


The documents bore “no 
relationship to Ames’s 
current duties.” 

— ^FBI affidavit 
on accused spy Aldrich H. Ames 



don’t do anything in 
the United States that the 
Americans wouldn’t do 
here. . . . Friendship is one 
thing and special services 
another.” 

— a Russian intelligence official 


